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February 12, 1930.-The preliminary stages of a lateral pharyngotomy were performed, but the pharynx was not opened. Radium needles were inserted, and a total dose of 1,848 mg.-hours given. Patient was discharged March 6, 1930, apparently quite well and swallowing perfectly.
He was seen again October 6, 1930, feeling ill, and having an enlarged gland in the neck on the right side. He was adnitted for treatment of the gland,-but was found to have broncho-pneumonia, from which he died on October 10, 1930. Sections of the gland are being prepared. Sections of the original growth are shown, together with a section of a papilloma, with an implantation carcinoma, removed from the left tonsil. July 17, 1929. Six 2 m.c. radon-needles, 0 3 mm. platinum screen applied through a window resection of left thyroid ala. Tracheotomy at end of operation. Radon needles removed on eighth day. Profuse purulent discharge from wound. Tracheotomy tube kept in two weeks. No biopsy was made.
The growth rapidly disappeared. There has so far been no sign of recurrence. The left cord moves freely. There is a moderately strong, somewhat husky voice.
Laryngeal Growth. -L. GRAHAM BROWN, F.R.C.S. P.S., male, aged 52, shown a year ago at a meeting of this Section. Consensus of opinion was that it was a case of chronic hypertrophic laryngitis.
In the year's interval there has been an obvious increase in the amount of hypertrophied tissue, in spite of medical treatment with mercury and potassium iodide.
A section of the tissue examined a year ago showed squamous epithelial cells in which the nuclei varied in size and shape, a few mitoses being present.
Is this a precancerous condition ? ,D8cussi0n.-Mr. E. D. D. DAVIS (in the absence of Mr. GRAHAM BROWN) said that the Wassermann reaction was negative in this case, and no tuberculosis was present, as far as could be ascertained. There was no doubt that the growth was increasing, It had been thought to be pachydermia, but part of the section was papillomatous.
Sir STCLAIR THOMSON said that when this case was shown before, some Members had thought that the condition was malignant, but he (Sir StClair) had suggested that it was a form of hypertrophic laryngitis, and now, after a year, he still thought so. He could not think that malignant disease would spread all round the endolarynx, in the posterior two-thirds, without causing more distress than this patient suffered, or a deeper invasion of the cartilage. His only suggestion now was that a further biopsy should be made, because of the possibility of the case having become tuberculous.
Mr. HERBERT TILLEY said he would be surprised if a further section did not suggest malignancy: he felt convinced that that was the nature of the growth.
Epithelioma of the Vocal Cord treated with Radium.3-HAROLD KISOH, F.R.C.S.
Patient, aged 62, was shown at the November meeting, 1929. There is no recurrence of the growth. The dose was 600 mg.-hours.
